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AT A GLANCE: CONNECT BLOGS 

WHAT ARE CONNECT BLOGS? 

Connect Blogs are a course tool in Connect where participants can share their knowledge, reflections, 

and opinions with others in the course.  Course members can express their ideas and use feedback from 

you and their peers to refine their thoughts. Blogs facilitate critical thinking and knowledge 

construction, and support the development of communication skills in a public arena. All blogs are kept 

within the course and are only available to course participants.  

There are three types of blogs for you to choose from: course, individual and group. 

1. Course blogs are often used for full class discussions. Course blogs are open for anyone in the 

course to contribute and comment.  

2. A group blog could be used for collaboration. Group blogs are open for anyone in the course to 

read and comment, but only members of the group can post entries.  

3. Individual blogs can be used for personal reflections. Individual blogs have a single author, but 

can be read and commented on by anyone else in the course. 

KEY FEATURES 

 Blog entries can include images, links, multimedia, Mashups and attachments  

 Connect blogs are integrated with the Grade Center, making student activities easier to grade.  

 Students can comment and respond to each other’s work, providing feedback and insight.  

 As an instructor, you can moderate the entries and comments in any blog type.  

GETTING STARTED 

Connect Blogs are not part of the Connect template in new Faculty of Education shells, but they can be 

added as a tool link on the left-hand menu of your course.  

1. Add Connect Blogs as a Tool Link. Click on the plus (+) icon on the top left of the screen and 

select Tool Link. In the Add Tool Link pop-up menu, write Blogs. In the Type section, select 

Blogs.   
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2. Check the “Available to Users” box to make 

the tool link visible to students.  Click 

Submit to save your changes.  

 

3. Create a Blog. Click on the Create Blog button on 

the action bar to start creating your blog. 

 

 

4. Add a name and a description. 

Within the Create Blog page, enter 

a name for the blog and 

instructions in the content editor if 

desired.  

 

5. Set the Blog settings. Select whether you would like to make the blog available now, or limit 

the availability of your blog to a specific date and time. Define the blog type by checking 

whether you would like the blog to be individual to all students or open for all course members. 

Choose if you would like to grade student blogs. If you would like to grade the blogs, provide 

the maximum number of points students can earn for their blog entry.  

 

6. Click Submit to save your changes.  

 

 

You can now see the blog listed in the main 

Blogs page (e.g. Week 1). Blog entries can then 

be added to this starting blog by students and 

other participants enrolled in the course. 
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